
Frequently Asked Questions  
About PracticeNET

PracticeNET is a learning collaborative where practices will share knowledge, experience and 
insights to enhance their business operations and quality of care. PracticeNET content will 
be developed by ASCO staff in response to participant input and will evolve to meet changing 
practice needs. ASCO’s vision is for PracticeNET to become a broad-based forum inclusive of all 
practice settings and providers.

What is PracticeNET?

The business of healthcare is in a critical transition period, moving from fee-for-service to 
payment for value. Practices work alone and frequently struggle to learn how to manage 
their business – productivity, staffing, new reimbursement models – in isolation. We believe 
PracticeNET provides an important tool and forum for practices to learn with and from others 
during this period.

Why should I participate?

A set of core data will be submitted monthly. This data is readily available from your practice 
management system. The PracticeNET support team will work with your staff, if needed, 
to determine which report or reports from your system are appropriate. Once this report is 
identified, your monthly data submission will be simple. The data we request for participation in 
PracticeNET is described in the Data Requirements sheet.

In addition to the monthly reports, you will also complete an annual survey which will collect 
additional information about your business operations such as staffing and practice expense. The 
survey data will allow us to provide a much more complete set of reports and benchmarks for 
your use.

How do we submit our data?

No. PracticeNET is focused on business and operational information, not clinical. We don’t 
collect any patient-specific information. The data we request for participation in PracticeNET is 
described in the Data Requirements sheet.

Will you be asking for patient-related information?



Reports will be provided electronically to all participants two to four times per year. We also plan 
to hold two face-to-face meetings each year where data results will be shared and discussed; we 
strongly encourage - but do not require - PracticeNET participants to attend. In our experience, 
in-person meetings are a valuable tool for practices to get the most out of their participation 
and to learn with and from others. We also want to learn from you – what data is important to 
you, how we should be growing and developing this program to maximize its usefulness to your 
practice. In-person meetings are an optimal tool for these discussions.

We are also establishing a moderated listserv for PracticeNET members to communicate with 
others and exchange ideas which will further help us develop PracticeNET to best suit practices’ 
needs.

How will the information be shared?

ASCO keeps practice-specific data under strict confidence and under appropriate safeguards. 
Data summaries and reports will be shared only in an aggregated form and in a manner that 
never identifies the practice or any individual physician. ASCO will not use a practice’s data 
for any purposes other than for the PracticeNET program and to aid in ASCO’s mission-based 
activities, such as supporting operational effectiveness and quality improvement activities.

Do you release the data you collect to parties outside of ASCO?

We encourage practices of all sizes and in all practice settings to participate in PracticeNET. We 
will develop cohorts based on practice size and other characteristics and will report based on 
both the entire network and your appropriate cohort.

Our practice is a large hospital or health system. Would that be 
considered too big for PracticeNET? To whom would we be compared?

The information you provide will be aggregated with information from other participating 
practices and used to produce meaningful reports for your practice. Information will include 
comparisons to other practices in the network and, as PracticeNET grows, comparisons to 
a specific cohort of other practices similar to yours. We will also provide physician-specific 
reporting for your practice where the data are available. Results will always be blinded and 
reported to the group in aggregate.

How is our information used?



The fee for the first year of participation in PracticeNET is waived by ASCO to give you a chance 
to “kick the tires.” After that, fees will be paid annually for the following year and will not be 
refunded or prorated for early withdrawal. However, we will continue providing PracticeNET 
services through the end of the participation year.

If we decide to discontinue PracticeNET before the full contract year 
is up, will the fee be prorated?

The first step in making your practice part of the PracticeNET network is to schedule a phone  
call with the PracticeNET staff. Simply complete the webform on our site or email  
PracticeNET@asco.org.

How do I sign up for PracticeNET?

The reporting from your practice management system is at the NPI level, so if your NPs and PAs 
have NPIs, they will be included.

Do you need information on NPs or PAs?

http://mailto:PracticeNET@asco.org

